
March 2, 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Sayville MS and HS students, 

 

With COVID numbers for Sayville Schools and Suffolk County decreasing over the past five weeks 

combined with positive factors associated with the mitigation of the COVID-19 virus, the Board of 

Education and I believe that the District has reached a phase in the pandemic that permits us to return 

more of our secondary students to full time in-person instruction. This process will start with our 6th and 

12th grade students. On March 15, all 6th Grade students and 12th Grade students may return for full-

time in-person instruction. Remote instruction* will remain available for families who wish to retain that 

option. Hybrid instruction will no longer be offered for students in 6th and 12th Grades. 

 

Sayville’s revised reopening plan will incorporate new guidance from the Center for Disease Control 

(CDC) as well as information obtained from the Department of Health. It may be necessary to reduce 

social distancing to less than 6 feet in order to return students to in-person instruction. This can be done 

providing that COVID positivity rates remain low for both our schools and our community. 

 

Under the CDC’s guidance for phased mitigation to address the COVID pandemic in K-12 schools, 

additional precautions will be taken to protect our students and staff. These precautions will include the 

use of protective equipment as necessary, a revised mask protocol*, maintaining rigorous cleaning, 

disinfecting, and ventilation. Prompt and thorough contact tracing remains an essential element of the 

District’s plan. The District will continue to report positive cases to NYS and the community. All close 

contacts (less than 6 feet for 10 minutes or more) will be placed on quarantine. In the event that positivity 

rates rise above levels determined by the CDC, Sayville Schools will return to hybrid instruction for 

secondary students. 

 

According to the recently released CDC guidance, we can control the spread of the virus responsible for 

COVID with everyone in the community working together. We are learning that schools can remain 

safely open with the proper precautions. The District will closely monitor data as our students return. 

Additional cohorts will be asked to return to in-person instruction provided we can demonstrate that our 

phased mitigation plan is an effective tool for limiting the spread of COVID-19 in our schools.  We hope 

that in-person instruction will be available for all secondary students by the week of April 19.  

 

Moving forward, a survey will be sent out to determine the choice (whether you wish to have your child 

attend in-person or remote instruction) of our 6th and 12th Grade parents. As always we thank you for 

your support.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr Stimmel 

 

*Additional information concerning updated plans for remote instruction for 6
th
 and 12

th
 Grade students 

as well as updated mask protocols will be included in the survey to all 6
th
 and 12

th
 Grade parents. This 

information will also be posted on the district website. 


